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Spotlight: Swiss Artist Not Vital
Creates Vivid Sculptures Inspired by
His Mountainous Hometown
The artist's recent sculptures and paintings are on view at

Alfonso Artiaco in Naples, Italy.

Not Vital in Bataan, Philippines. Courtesy of Not Vital Studio.

,46:36%#122345%$367849, September 16, 2022

Not Vital, House to Watch the Sunset (2016). Courtesy of Not
Vital Studio. Photo: Eric Gregory Powell.

Not Vital, Totò (2022). Courtesy of Not Vital Studio. Photo: Eric
Gregory Powell.

Not Vital, Piz  (2011). Courtesy of the artist and Alfonso Artiaco. �
Photo: Eric Gregory Powell.

“Not Vital: Ad agosto ritornano le rondini” is on view at �
Alfonso Artiaco through November 19, 2022.

Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our

newsletter to get the breaking news, eye-opening

interviews, and incisive critical takes that drive the

conversation forward.

Every month, hundreds of galleries add newly available�
works by thousands of artists to the Artnet Gallery�
Network—and every week, we shine a spotlight on one�
artist or exhibition you should know. Check out what we�
have in store, and inquire for more with one simple �click. 

,;8<6%6=3%,46>?6@ The Swiss artist Not Vital (b. 1948) has�
spent his life traveling the world and living a uniquely�
peripatetic existence. Now located in a remote locale in�
the Swiss mountains, the artist has, over the years, �lived 

in a variety of far-flung places—Paris, Rome, New �York, 

Lucca, Cairo, Niger, Beijing, Chilean Patagonia, Rio�de 

Janeiro, and the islands of Flores in Indonesia and �Tonga 

in Oceania. These destinations have served as the�
inspirations behind many of his works; made in �materials 

such as plaster, bronze, marble, silver, and �gold—the 

sculptures often reference the terrains of the �natural 

world. Right now, a range of the artist’s recent �works is 

on view in “Ad agosto ritornano le rondini,” an �exhibition 

with Alfonso Artiaco gallery in Naples, Italy. 

0=5%03%->93%"6@ Not Vital’s sculptures are both surreal�
and conceptual, making use of materials in unexpected�
ways. Many of the works on view in this exhibition make�
specific reference to the artist’s birthplace in�
Switzerland’s Lower Engadine valley. The region is�
surrounded by mountains that constantly draw the gaze�
towards the alpine summit, and his works do much the�
same. A series of pole-shaped sculptures lean against�
the gallery wall as if they were agricultural tools or�
signposts found along the local mountain trails. Another�
work, Piz Ajüz (2022), meanwhile makes reference to the�
artist’s favorite peak of the same name, strikingly �visible 

from his hometown. 

,AA84B>:C%68%6=3%#122345@ “Not Vital’s nature is a�
visionary artist whose research always leads him to test�
himself with audacious projects. Not Vital belongs to�
that group of radically innovative modern sculptors in a�
lineage of artists such as Brancusi, Schwitters, Fontana,�
Christo, and Smithson. As with the latter two, Not Vital�
felt a strong link between territory and nature. However,�
there is an enormous passion for the material, whether �it 

is marble, silver, gold, bronze, steel, glass, plaster, or�
soap. Vital strives to show the beauty of materials and �to 

use them in unexpected ways by testing their limits�and 

thus making the sculptural form more distinctive, �and 

often surprising.”  

See images from the exhibition below.
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Does the Market Only Pay Attention to
Art From the Middle East During Times
of Conflict?
During the Arab Spring in 2011, the wider art world championed

the region's artists. But in the past decade, support has dried

up, as have auction prices.

"Friday of Victory," a week after President Hosni Mubarak was toppled, February 18, 2011, Tahrir
Square, Cairo, Egypt. Photo: Lara Baladi, 2011.

*3;3AA1%,::3%'48A684, September 16, 2022

On January 28, 2011, Egyptian multimedia artist Ahmed

Basiony, 33, returned to Cairo’s Tahrir Square to protest.

Just like millions of other Egyptians, he demanded the

overthrow of President Hosni Mubarak and an end to his

30 years of autocratic rule. Basiony, known for his work

in new media technology, screamed and yelled, until he

was beaten by riot police and was shot dead by snipers

from the Egyptian Police Forces. He left behind a wife

and two children, an artistic legacy and desire for

change that still resonates in the Egyptian art scene. 

Subscribe or log in to read the rest of this content.
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Every month, hundreds of galleries add newly available�
works by thousands of artists to the Artnet Gallery�
Network—and every week, we shine a spotlight on one�
artist or exhibition you should know. Check out what we�
have in store, and inquire for more with one simple �click. 

,;8<6%6=3%,46>?6@ The Swiss artist Not Vital (b. 1948) has�
spent his life traveling the world and living a uniquely�
peripatetic existence. Now located in a remote locale in�
the Swiss mountains, the artist has, over the years, �lived 

in a variety of far-flung places—Paris, Rome, New �York, 

Lucca, Cairo, Niger, Beijing, Chilean Patagonia, Rio�de 

Janeiro, and the islands of Flores in Indonesia and �Tonga 

in Oceania. These destinations have served as the�
inspirations behind many of his works; made in �materials 

such as plaster, bronze, marble, silver, and �gold—the 

sculptures often reference the terrains of the �natural 

world. Right now, a range of the artist’s recent �works is 

on view in “Ad agosto ritornano le rondini,” an �exhibition 

with Alfonso Artiaco gallery in Naples, Italy. 

0=5%03%->93%"6@ Not Vital’s sculptures are both surreal�
and conceptual, making use of materials in unexpected�
ways. Many of the works on view in this exhibition make�
specific reference to the artist’s birthplace in�
Switzerland’s Lower Engadine valley. The region is�
surrounded by mountains that constantly draw the gaze�
towards the alpine summit, and his works do much the�
same. A series of pole-shaped sculptures lean against�
the gallery wall as if they were agricultural tools or�
signposts found along the local mountain trails. Another�
work, Piz Ajüz (2022), meanwhile makes reference to the�
artist’s favorite peak of the same name, strikingly �visible 

from his hometown. 

,AA84B>:C%68%6=3%#122345@ “Not Vital’s nature is a�
visionary artist whose research always leads him to test�
himself with audacious projects. Not Vital belongs to�
that group of radically innovative modern sculptors in a�
lineage of artists such as Brancusi, Schwitters, Fontana,�
Christo, and Smithson. As with the latter two, Not Vital�
felt a strong link between territory and nature. However,�
there is an enormous passion for the material, whether �it 

is marble, silver, gold, bronze, steel, glass, plaster, or�
soap. Vital strives to show the beauty of materials and �to 

use them in unexpected ways by testing their limits�and 

thus making the sculptural form more distinctive, �and 

often surprising.”  

See images from the exhibition below.

,46:36%#122345%$367849

Alfonso Artiaco
Italy, Naples
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Does the Market Only Pay Attention to
Art From the Middle East During Times
of Conflict?
During the Arab Spring in 2011, the wider art world championed

the region's artists. But in the past decade, support has dried

up, as have auction prices.

"Friday of Victory," a week after President Hosni Mubarak was toppled, February 18, 2011, Tahrir
Square, Cairo, Egypt. Photo: Lara Baladi, 2011.

*3;3AA1%,::3%'48A684, September 16, 2022

On January 28, 2011, Egyptian multimedia artist Ahmed

Basiony, 33, returned to Cairo’s Tahrir Square to protest.

Just like millions of other Egyptians, he demanded the

overthrow of President Hosni Mubarak and an end to his

30 years of autocratic rule. Basiony, known for his work

in new media technology, screamed and yelled, until he

was beaten by riot police and was shot dead by snipers

from the Egyptian Police Forces. He left behind a wife

and two children, an artistic legacy and desire for

change that still resonates in the Egyptian art scene. 

Subscribe or log in to read the rest of this content.
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